Freeburg Park District
May 18, 2026 Regular Board Meeting Minutes
Board Members Present: President Dave Van Zummeren, Vice President Jenny Koerber, Commissioners Rick Barthel, Mike Nussbaumer and Jay Hubert.
Public Present: Board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker, Treasurer Tim Donaho, Scott Dunakey Community Planning and Policy Manager for Heartlands Conservancy, local resident Christina Schmittling and Secretary Paul Janssen.
Nussbaumer moved and Koerber seconded a motion to approve the annual budget hearing and regular board minutes from the April 27th 2026 meetings. Motion carried.
Public Participation: Christina Schmittling presented the board with her plans for a phone party, 2K run, water slide, food truck and rent station fundraiser to take place in the park September 26th.  The fundraiser will raise money to increase awareness of the dangers of distracted driving in memory of her son Mason Schmittling.  It was the consensus of the board to allow the fundraiser to move forward and President Van Zummeren reminded Schmittling the board will be involved in the Chamber of Commerce’s Chili Cook-Off that day so help from the board and park staff will be limited that day and the board requested the event proponents clean up all trash related to the event.
Scott Dunakey presented the board with options for financing the new multi-purpose court project.  Dunakey explained the advantages and disadvantages of using MEPRD grants, Osland grants, General Obligation money and county grant money.  That led to a discussion on the advantages of having a master plan for the entire park.  It was the consensus of the board to allow Dunakey to prepare a proposal for a master plan for the entire park.
Treasurer’s Report: Hubert moved and Koerber seconded a motion to approve the 2027 Annual Budget.  Motion Carried.  Treasurer Donaho presented the board with May’s Treasurer Report which showed the following balances: Regions Checking-$133,384.02; Regions Savings-$968.70; Citizens Checking-$43,655.33; Associated Bank-$11,185.46 and Citizens Savings-$8,761.69.  It was the consensus of the board to allow for a pay increase to the park manager for the amount listed in the annual budget.
Park Manager’s Report: the sprayer has been replaced and will utilized in the back of the Kubota.  Hans Mueller, Freeburg Fire Chief, will pick up the empty fire extinguishers outside the park shed.  There have been no problems with the bathrooms so far this Spring.  The trees donated in the memory of Jozee have been planted.  Scott Bauman gave the district a bid of $18,000 to replace the roof on the park duplex. Barcom Security reviewed the camera system in the park and reported the cameras are in good shape, but 2 cameras should probably be added around the bathrooms.  He gave a bid of $17,369 for a new system and a more high-end system at a cost of $23,137 and a monthly service contract for $174.00 per month.
Attorney Report: Attorney Parker reminded the board to include the 3.5 acres along Old Fayetville Road in the new plans for the park.  She will file the annual budget with the St. Clair County Clerk’s Office.
Old Business: Nussbaumer moved and Barthel seconded a motion to adopt a Remote Policy which is on the S Drive.  Motion carried.
New Business: President Van Zummeren reported to the board on his research on replacing bathrooms in the park.  It was the consensus of the board to take the issue under advisement and include it in the future master plan.
Adjournment: Hubert moved and Nussbaumer seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 pm.  Motion Carried.
Upcoming Events: May 30th FCAA fundraiser, June 24th Cardinals Kids Camp.
Next meeting: June 22, 2026.
