Freeburg Park District Regular Board Meeting
February 23, 2026  Park Cottage
Board members present:  President Dave Van Zummeren, Vice President Jenny Koerber, Commissioners Rick Barthel, Mike Nussbaumer and Jay Hubert.
Public present: Board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker, Park Manager Andrew Polacek and Secretary Paul Janssen.
Nussbaumer moved and Hubert seconded a motion to accept the minutes of the January 26, 2026 meeting.  Motion carried.
Public Participation: none
Treasurer’s Report:  President Van Zummeren gave the board a report compiled by board accountant Tim Donaho which showed a balance in the Citizens accounts of $210,344.17; Associates Bank $11,334.90; Regions Bank $175,244.46.  Total debts on the Citizens loan and lighting project: $397,450.  Motion by Barthel seconded by Koerber to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried.
Park Manager’s Report: The water to the bathrooms will be turned on.  The National Honor Society from FCHS will do a workday at the park.  The shed clean up has been completed by Polacek and Van Zummeren.  Some of the homecoming equipment has been moved to the east shed.  The slowness on the completion of the new lighting system for the ball diamonds was brought up by the manager along with the concern that new wire from the switch boxes on the poles to the lights was not completed with new wire.  The existing wire was not replaced as is detailed in the contract with Bel Clair Electric.  
The St. Louis Cardinals Kids Clinic will be held at the park on June 24th from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm.  Boys ages 6-13 can participate for a cost of $125.  The alumni instructor will be Scott Terry, and the special guest will be Alec Burleson.
President Van Zummeren ordered a home inspection on the park manager’s duplex to determine the life of the roof and to get an accurate idea of the scope of fixing the plumbing in the building.
Attorney’s Report: Attorney Parker briefed the board on its legal requirements for 2026 such as the requirement to post the calendar of meetings for the year and recommended the board appoint a FOIA officer.  It was the consensus of the board to appoint Hubert the FOIA officer for the district.  Attorney Parker presented to the board the paperwork she forwarded to the County Clerk regarding the resignation of Mike Gallagher from the board on November 24, 2025 and the appointment of Jay Hubert on December 15, 2025.  Hubert signed the Oath of Office form and Parker notarized it.  Hubert confirmed he had taken the online Open Meetings Act webinar.  All board members should be receiving the Statement of Economic Interest Statement through the internet.
Old Business: none
New Business: The board reviewed the final scope of work for the multi-use court reconstruction project developed by Board President Van Zummeren and Manager Polacek.  The project calls for the complete overhaul of the current tennis/basketball courts.  Board member Nussbaumer agreed to contact Scott Dunakey with Heartland Conservancy to see if grant money may be available to fund the project in conjunction with a General Obligation Bond. Commissioner Barthel briefed board on a security company St. Joseph’s Church is using for a new security system.  The company is Metro Lock and Security, and the contact person is Lee Schreiber at 618 530-5625.  Commissioner Hubert offered to draft a resolution to allow the board to meet remotely since many of the board must travel for their profession.  He also suggested the board consider adopting a policy regarding AI use. It was the consensus of the board to go forward with Hubert’s plan.  Commissioner Hubert also requested the board consider moving the time of the meeting to allow for participation in the Grade School Board of Education meeting which is also on the 4th Monday of the month.
Homecoming: The fireworks contract has been signed with J&M Display and will allow for a10 minute show this year.  All the bands are under contract.  Tequilas will be responsible for a large part of the food on Saturday night. Little Big Rigs are currently reserved, and the contract signed for the parade.  
Upcoming Events:  Freeburg Fire Department training on April 6th on the park grounds and St. Louis Cardinals Kids Camp on June 24, 2026.
Next meeting: March 23, 2026.
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Paul Janssen and Vice President Jenny Koerber.




