Freeburg Park District
Regular Board Meeting
Caretaker’s Metal Building                                                                August 25, 2025
Board Members Present:  President Dave Van Zummeren, Vice President Jenny Koerber, Commissioners Rick Barthel, Mike Gallagher and Mike Nussbaumer.
Public Present: Board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker, Board Accountant Tim Donaho, Secretary Paul Janssen, Park Manager Tim Polacek, local residents Trudy Howard, Dave Eagan, Breck Foster, Jay Hubert, Tim Polacek and Steve Bradley.
President Van Zummeren called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.
Minutes from previous meeting: Barthel moved and Gallaher seconded a motion to approve the minutes from the July 28, 2025 meeting.  Motion carried.
Public participation: Several local residents told the board how enjoyable the parade and homecoming was this year.  They offered to volunteer to help at the park and the board reviewed with them some of the areas of the park where there is need for volunteer help.  Some examples were the trails in the park, work on the pavilions and general upkeep of buildings and grounds in the park. 
Treasurers Report: Tim Donaho reported the balance in the Regions checking account was $155,661 and the checking at Citizens showed a balance of $133,000. He reported the overpayment on a check had been corrected and he would forward us the numbers on the amount of money collected from the Egyptian Expo at the homecoming.  Gallagher reported the ATM supplier at the homecoming would pay the park a fee that would be the same as last year.  Nussbaumer presented to the board an approval letter from the Metro East Park and Recreation District granting the park district $150,000 for the ball diamond lighting project.
Park Manager’s Report: Manager Polacek reported he had completed the application for a grant from IPARKS to reimburse the district up to $1,500 for tree trimming in the park.  This is an annual grant application.  Polacek and Gallagher led a discussion about stocking the park pond and it was the consensus of the board to proceed with the project and consider doing “catch and release” for a period of time to allow the fish population to increase.  Polacek reported the light project will probably begin in November and the lights have been ordered.  Polacek thanked the board for the speedy clean up of the park following the homecoming and the board thanked Tim Polacek for all his help.
Attorney’s Report: Attorney Heidenreich had nothing to report.
Old Business: none
New Business: President Van Zummern suggested several maintenance and remodeling issues need to be addressed at the park manager’s residence in order to keep the property safe for use.  He also reported the Master Plan for the park still needs some work and it was his intention to continue to work on the document and look at the By-Laws for the district.  
Homecoming: Homecoming Chairperson Koerber reported most of the invoices for the homecoming had been paid and we were still waiting for credits from the beer distributors.  Donaho and Janssen suggested we recognize Jamie and BJ Hall and their team for their hard work in handling the monies during the homecoming.  Janssen will forward a letter signed by Van Zummeren to Jamie’s boss at Associated Bank and Donaho said we would mail her a thank you gift.  Van Zummeren suggested we recognize Brent Borger at Citizens Bank as well.  Janssen asked the board members to forward him names of persons or organizations that need to be mentioned in the thank you add for the Freeburg Tribune.  The board discussed the options for upcoming homecomings with suggestions of food trucks, stand alone events such as truck pulls and rodeos, changing the date of the homecoming to a cooler time of year and the need to have proper insurance for events in the park.  Dave Eagan gave the board information on the Illinois Tractor Pull Association’s ability to help with an event and the usual cost involved. 
Adjournment: Barthel moved and Nussbaumer seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 pm.  Motion carried.
Upcoming Events: Freeburg Chamber of Commerce Chili Cook Off September 27th 11:00am to 7:00 pm.  Next meeting September 22, 2025 6:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Paul Janssen and Vice President Jenny Koerber.


