Freeburg Park District Meeting
Caretaker’s Cottage                                                               October 28, 2024
Board members present:  President Michael Galligher, Vice President Jenny Koerber, Secretary Paul Janssen and Commissioner Dave Van Zummeren. Commissioner Barthel was absent.
Public present: Park Manager Andrew Polacek, Board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker, Bryan Vogel, FCAA representative Cindy Ingold, Mike Nessbaumer, Accountant Tim Donaho and Sheila Gallagher.
Commissioner Van Zummeren moved to approve the minutes of the September 23, 2024 meeting. Seconded by Jenny Koerber. Approved.
Public Participation: FCAA representative Cindy Ingold presented the board with expenses the organization incurred during the summer ball season which are owed to SISBL.  Koerber moved and Janssen seconded a motion to pay SISBL $2,115.30 to cover expenses for the 2024 season by the FCAA.  Approved.
Treasurer’s Report:  The board discussed a check for $7,116.26 which was written to the St. Clair County Treasurer for real estate taxes on the Harris property.  Attorney Parker is working on getting a partial refund of the monies after it was determined that the district was only libel for part of a year’s worth the taxes on the property.  A $5,000.00 bill due to Ready Room for the operation of the park cameras was discussed.  Attorney Parker is working on getting the bill reduced since the operation of the cameras has been very sporadic.  Board Accountant Tim Donaho gave the board an update on his efforts to reconcile the Quick Book accounts.  The board also discussed the upcoming payments on the Go Bond and other expenses Mr. Donaho will have to pay.  Van Zummeren moved and Koerber seconded a motion to allow Mr. Donaho to pay individual bills not to exceed $2,500.00 without board authorization.  Approved.  The bollard project around the walking trail was discussed.  Van Zummeren moved and Koerber seconded a motion to approve payment for the project to Wolf Fabrication for $6,389.10.  Approved.  The district will be reimbursed $5,500.00 for the bollard project through the Cycle 29 grant.  Ending balance Regions checking: $168,253.52; Regions savings: $968.58; Citizens checking: $68,914.08; Citizens savings:  $26,766.00; Associated Bank Checking:  $214.00; Associated money market:  $11,073.68.  
Park Manager’s Report: Manager Polacek reported that the zero-turn mower that needed repair has been fixed and the work was completed under warranty.  The Cameras in the park are not operational due to damage by squirrels and a bid will be requested to see if the equipment for the cameras can be protected from the squirrels.  He also discussed the Cycle 30 grant application which will cover only maintenance equipment or equipment for the beautification of the park. He gave a partial list of equipment that will be requested: woodchipper $3,600; log splitter $2,095; side by side $13,000.00; grappler $1,212 and brush hog $2,558.  A fire suppression unit:  $1,000 may also be added to the list. Janssen moved and Van Zummeren seconded a motion to approve the Cycle 30 St. Clair County Park Grant Commission application.  Approved.
Old Business: none
New Business: The board discussed the idea of changing the meeting time of board meetings.  It was the consensus of the board to move the meeting time to 6:00 pm for regular meetings.  Attorney Parker briefed the board on the necessary steps to ensure that the public is made aware of the change in time.  Van Zummeren moved and Koerber seconded a motion to hold all future regular monthly  board meetings at 6:00 pm.  Approved.
Homecoming: The board discussed the 2025 homecoming.  Several ideas were discussed such as having a fire works display, not having a rodeo or truck pull and possibly increasing the presence of high school bands at the parade. Manager Polacek passed along an idea from Village Administrator Matt Trout to have fireworks on Friday to provide a bigger crowd on Friday and rely on the Saturday parade to bring in a crowd on that day.
Koerber moved and Van Zummeren seconded a motion to adjourn at 9:35 pm.  Approved. 
Next meeting: November 25, 2024
Filing time for running for park board: November 12-18.
Deadline for Cycle 30 application: November 20, 2024.
Truth in taxation meeting: December 17, 2024.







