Freeburg Park District Meeting
Caretaker’s Cottage                                                                                 November 25, 2024

Board Members Present:  President Michael Gallagher, Vice President Jenny Koerber, Secretary Paul Janssen and Commissioners Rick Barthel and Dave Van Zummeren
Public Present:  Park Manager Andrew Polacek, Board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker, Board Candidate Mike Nussbaumer, Freeburg Optimist President Carol Schlitt, Board Accountant Tim Donaho. 
Vice President Koerber moved, and Commissioner Van Zummeren seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2024 meeting.  Approved.
Public Participation: Carol Schlitt (618-977 7787) presented the board with the Freeburg Optimist Club’s plan to have the circus company Culpepper and Meriweather perform in the park for a club sponsored fundraiser.  The event is tentatively planned for April 21, 2025.  She stated the circus would need an area 300 feet by 300 feet and a water hook up. The circus would provide liability insurance and would have 2 90-minute performances.  The board discussed waste from the circus animals, parking, possible rutting from wet grounds should it rain and the best place on the park grounds for the circus.  President Gallagher said the park would waive fees for the event.  The board took the issue under advisement and will decide on the issue at its December 16th regular meeting.
Accountants’ Report: Tim Donaho reported that he is continuing his work on the 2021, 22, 23 and 24 Comptroller’s report.  He has the reports mostly completed with the 2022 report still needing some work.  He has filed for an extension for the 2024 fiscal year and has spoken with Jun Costello, an administrator with the Comptroller’s office.  He has made the Go Bond December interest and principal payment of $62,331.  He suggested we eventually hire an outside firm that specializes in NFPs to do an annual audit. Mr. Donaho said he will bill the board monthly and has accumulated 15 hours so far.  The board discussed the upcoming Truth in taxation hearing.  Van Zummeren moved and Barthel seconded the motion to hold the hearing at 6:00 pm at the park cottage on December 5th.
Park Manager’s Report: Manager Polacek reported the fishing signs were dumped into the park pond and he will retrieve them when the lake level decreases.  He told the board of the need to sod the back of the arch of the ball diamonds and the cost.  Van Zummeren moved and Koerber seconded a motion to pay SISBL $2,700.00 for sodding 2 of the diamonds.  Manager Polacek also suggested the board look into selling the concrete barriers around the area where the rodeo has been held.
Attorney’s Report:   Attorney Parker reported to the board there will be no more real estate taxes on the Harris property and the sale of the property for back taxes has been classified as a “sale in error”.  She read a letter she wrote to Room Ready concerning a March 27, 2024 invoice for repairs to the security system in the park. She requested a decrease in the invoice since repairs made to the system showed the system had not been initially properly installed.  She will follow up with the company next week.  She reported that petitions for the upcoming April 1, 2025 Consolidated election have been filed with the county clerk’s office.
New Business:   Van Zummeren moved and Barthel seconded a motion to hold the December regular meeting at 6:30 on December 16th.  Motion Carried.
Homecoming Report:  Vice President Koerber gave the report on 2 firework display companies for next year’s homecoming.  The cost should run between $6,000-$7,000.  One of the companies is familiar with the park having done displays here in the past.  President Gallagher led a discussion about bands for next year’s homecoming.  
Adjournment: Van Zummeren moved and Koerber seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:13 pm.
Next meeting: Truth in Taxation hearing will be 6:00pm on December 16th.  
Next regular monthly meeting is December 16th at 6:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Paul Janssen and Vice President Jenny Koerber.


