Freeburg Park District Meeting
Caretaker’s Cottage                                                              March 24, 2025
Board Member Present:  President Mike Gallagher, Secretary Paul Janssen, Commissioners Rick Barthel and Dave Van Zummeren.  Absent: Vice President Jenny Koerber, board candidate Mike Nussbaumer, Board Accountant Tim Donaho and Board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker.
Public Present: Park Manager Andrew Polacek
Commissioner Van Zummeren moved and Barthel seconded a motion to accept the minutes from the February 24, 2025 regular board meeting.  Motion carried.
Public Participation: none
Accounting Report: Commissioner Van Zummeren presented the board with the totals on all accounts for the district.  A balance of all accounts in Citizens Bank totaled: $91,653.17; total in the Associated Bank accounts totaled:   $11,358.44; total in the Regions accounts totaled: $91,452.27 for a total of $194,463.88 in all accounts.  The checks that will be deposited will include a reimbursement check for $1,899.99 from St. Clair County to cover a Cycle 30 grant purchase (fire suppression unit) and other checks pertaining to the rental of the pavilions.  Checks paid out were normal expenses covering the maintenance of the park. Van Zummeren noted the check for the annual renewal of the insurance for the park had not been cashed.  The board discussed the upcoming budget hearing on the 2025/2026 budget.  Janssen moved and Van Zummeren seconded a motion to hold the annual budget hearing on April 28th at 5:30 pm.  Motion carried. The necessary public hearing notice will be forwarded to board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker for review and the Freeburg Tribune for publication.  
Park Manager’s Report: Spraying and the mowing of the park grounds has begun.  The equipment that had to go into the shop for annual maintenance has been returned.  Manager Polacek requested the board not fix broken water fountains at the ball diamonds but repair two of the fountains by the pavilions.  It was the consensus of the board to take the manager’s recommendation and Alpha will do the work.
Old Business: The board discussed the problems the county is having with getting its on-line system of filing statements of economic interests forms operating.  Janssen stated he would continue to try to file and let the board know when the system is up and running.
New Business:  President Gallagher reported to the board that he had been contacted by Heartlands Conservancy, the largest non-profit conservation group in Southern Illinois.  Scott Dunakey, their community planning and policy manager, wanted to make us aware that there are funds available through the Metro East Park and Recreation District (MEPERD) for developing master plans for parks.  He noted that the Freeburg Park District does not currently have a plan in place.  Not having one can make it impossible to apply for some grant funds.  President Gallagher will respond to Mr. Dunakey and will request a meeting with him. 
Homecoming: The AINAD Rolling Nobles have sent a request to be in the homecoming parade this year for a cost of $400.00. The pamphlets for the homecoming requesting sponsors needs to be completed and sent to the publisher.  
Next Meeting: Budget Hearing April 28th at 5:30 pm.  Regular meeting will be at 6:00 pm on the 28th of April. The entire board will be sworn in at the regular meeting, so be ready for the photo op.
Adjournment: Barthel moved, and Van Zummeren seconded a motion to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 6:39 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Paul Janssen.


 



