Freeburg Park District
Freeburg Park District Caretaker’s Cottage   July 22, 2024
Commissioners Present:  President Mike Gallagher, Vice President Jenny Koerber, Secretary Paul Janssen, Rick Barthel and Dave Van Zummeren.
Public Present:  Treasurer Bryan Vogel, Board Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker, Assistant Treasurer Sheila Gallagher and park manager Andrew Polacek.
Koerber moved and Barthel seconded motion to approve minutes from the July 8, 2024 special meeting.  Motion carried.
Dave Zummeren was sworn in as a new commissioner by Attorney Rosemarie Heidenreich Parker to fill the vacancy left when Andrew LaBrier resigned May 29, 2024.
Treasurer’s report:  Assistant Treasurer Gallagher reported that the district had received its first installment of real estate tax revenue:  $19,613.05.  The Alpha Sewer bill was discussed.  There are several invoices that will be paid to Alpha.  Also discussed was the opening of the safe deposit box at Citizens Bank.  The box was opened and nothing of significance was discovered.  The bills paid out from homecoming expenses were discussed including a $1000.00 bill to cover some of the expenses for the homecoming t-shirts.  Treasurer Vogel again underlined the need to get into the Intuit Quickbooks account.
Park Manager’s Report:  Manager Polacek reported on the work JF Electric has done on the security system in the park.  The security system needs a new transmitter that failed due to faulty grounding.  Commissioner Van Zummeren suggested we contact the police department for input on how the system should operate in order to help with their patrolling of the park.  Work continued on preparing the ground surface for the rodeo.  Robert Bauer is going to donate his time and labor for the park pond this year for his donation to the homecoming.  Officer Simburger continued to do an excellent job of patrolling the park.  One of our large zero turn mowers has been repaired by Hartman Equipment and now is in good operating condition.
Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Heidenreich Parker again reiterated to the board not to sign any contracts with vendors at the homecoming without prior approval from the board and review by her office.  She also gave us an update on the delinquent taxes owed by the district.  The district will probably owe taxes for the 2020 tax year on the Harris property because the district was given a credit by  the seller at the time of the closing for taxes and it was the responsibility of the district to make sure that the tax bill for that year was paid.
Commissioner Janssen gave the board an update on possible grant applications.  The St. Clair Park Grant Commission will meet in September to decide whether or not to go forward with another grant cycle this year.  The Open Space Land Grant application process is now open.  The Freeburg Rotary will contact the board to help with a grant with their organization following the homecoming.  Marketplace will host a fundraiser for the park district when they complete an October fundraiser for the Freeburg Fire Department.
Homecoming Report:  Vice President Koerber gave the board an update on preparations for the homecoming.  Food and drink orders have been reviewed and are ready to go.  Sargent Christopher Robers will be recruiting for the Army at the homecoming.  A parade marshal was also discussed, but no recommendation yet.  PA system is going to be set up this year.  T-shirts and ride tickets will go on sale on the 29th of July.  Citizens Community Bank and Country Mart grocery and pharmacy will be selling ride tickets in advance and Country Mart grocery, pharmacy and the Bruised Poppy will be selling commemorative t-shirts.  The chicken stand still needs staffing.
Meeting adjourned at 8:49 pm.

Important Dates:    August 12th set up for homecoming.  Next regular meeting August 26,2024.  
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Paul Janssen and Vice President Jenny Koerber.


